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On the New Three-centered Theory: Concepts & History
Zhao Juming

é

This study is about the “student-centeredness” (SC) undergraduate educational reform in the
USA. The reform involves a total of eleven related issues, this study will address those issues in 7 or
8 articles, and this is the first, addressing the issues of concepts and history. The paper suggests that
the SC reform has three central concerns: student development, student learning and learning out-
comes, and thus it is termed as “Neo Tri-Centers”. This paper reviewed the history of the reform in
three phases: advancements in academic research, fostered by society, and engaging of higher educa-
tion institutes. Two problems are identified in reviewing the history. One is universal lack of integrat-
ed planning in supporting of pedagogical changes due to neglecting the nature of paradigm-shifting of
the reform, and the other is universal lack of systematic approach in faculty training which laid a

bumpy road for the reform. In final, the author suggests that Chinese institutes should learn the SC

reform from the USA, but also need to avoid its problems.



